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A classical flat in
the historical heart
of Bordeaux is
imbued with a lighter
touch and a modern
twist by decorator
Ninou Etienne
Z8mEMNinou Etienne
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SUNSHINE IN

(previous) The living
room opens to a 19t
century bow-window,
which serves as a study
and reading nook; key
pieces in yellow such as
the Rest sofa from Muu-
to and Acapulco chairs
add a modern touch,
while vintage finds like
the Fifties coffee table
and an Italian chandelier
balance it out
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Classic bow windows and sophisticated mouldings characterise this 19''-
century flat — elements that were unfortunately damaged by its former inhabitants.
Though these interior features were eagerly awaiting a second chance to shine, Aude,
the young homeowner didn’t know where to begin with the restoration, so she moved
in without doing any renovation work. This all changed when she encountered the
work of interior decorators Ninou Etienne and Marie Dumora from Fusion D, who
she entrusted to bring the space back to life. The concept was to strike a balance
between the old and the new - highlighting the ornate architectural elements while
making the entire space feel lighter. Ninou explains, “Aude didn’t want anything
pompous or super-stylish. To get her to outline what she wanted, I asked her to
make up a list of ‘likes’ and ‘dislikes’ from a selection of magazine pictures. This is
a good working tool to start the conversation and involve the client in the project.”
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THE CONCEPT WAS TO STRIKE A BALANCE
BETWEEN THE OLD AND THE NEW - HIGHLIGHTING
THE ORNATE ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

INTRICATE DETAILS

The music room's

black and white palette
enhances the ancient
mouldings and coffered
ceiling; the spacious area
by the bow-window is
home to older pieces -
the club chair is from an
antique shop, while the
rocking chair and desk
are family heirlooms
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The volumes of the rooms are mostly preserved, although a few modifications
allow for better flow. The conversion of a blind door into a sash door between the living
room and the music room, coupled with the removal of a handrail running along the
bow-window platform, creates easier movement within the space. Reduced to a small
room along the corridor, the kitchen is partly opened by the addition of a window - they
decided against the de rigueur open-plan kitchen as it would have looked incongruous
in such classical surroundings. The partition wall that formerly split the bathroom in two
was also taken down. But the refurbishment of these rooms revealed the best surprise
of all: the presence of a well-preserved parquet floor hidden under the tiles.
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“AS THE PROJECT WAS SPECIFICALLY
CONCEIVED FOR A WOMAN, I'T WAS FINE TO CREATE
A FEMININE ATMOSPHERE”
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BURSTS OF COLOUR

(previous) To compensate for
its size, the kitchen was pain-
ted in a playful blue. A bes-
poke metal counter serves as
a breakfast nook, while bigger
meals are set in the romantic
dining room; the woodwork in
the master bedroom was left
as is to preserve the ancient
woodcraft. Its dramatic style is
softened by cheerful colours
and prints

£ 1)
(FE)FER LR ECBRHEE
TR -BREEIFEAERE
A RERBUEREET £
ABHARERRE - BEMBER
R HBBIME R

HOMES\BORDEAUX\I,5OOSQFT ‘

A key element in this project is the clever use of colour, which imbues freshness
to the storied interiors. The prominence of classical features is counterbalanced
by light hues - white walls along with grey-painted wooden mouldings and wall
panelling serve as a connecting thread from the hallway to the living room. In
contrast, the black walls in the music room highlight these architectural features,
notably the beautiful coffered ceiling. To add a hint of colour, a palette of blue-
green adorns the secondary rooms.

“As the project was specifically conceived for a woman, it was fine to create a
feminine atmosphere. We painted both the bedroom and bathroom in aquamarine,” says
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VINTAGE HAVEN

The almond green, retro-
style bathroom houses

a plethora of vintage

finds - the wash basin and
bathtub were found at the
Saint-Michel flea market in
Bordeaux and the dressing
table and pouf were sour-
ced from an antique shop
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Ninou. “We quite liked the heavy Italian woodwork and panelling and, upon reflection,
decided to keep them as such. We just softened their presence with an almond green
paint colour and floral wallpaper.”

The theme of mixing old and new also dictates the choice of furnishings
—contemporary furniture mingles with vintage finds to create a warm yet modern
environment. Most of the pieces were jointly chosen by the owner and the decorator.
“We would send pictures to each other to get an opinion. Aude found the vintage
sideboard in the dining room and the coffee table, while we sourced the bedside
tables and the rattan chairs,” explains Ninou. “The dialogue was easy between us,
which made our collaboration very pleasant. There was a lot of emotion when the
project was finally completed — Aude told me, “Now I like to be at home.” //
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GET THE LOOK

MIXING OLD AND NEW
ALSO DICTATES THE
CHOICE OF FURNISHINGS

BYGONE ERA

Perpetuate the vintage vibe through chandeliers with an old-world
charm. Find similar styles at Future Lighting. (futurelighting.com.hk)

PRINTS CHARMING

A smattering of floral prints soften the dramatic feel of a historic space -
Designers Guild offers plenty of options. Available at Avant Garde.

OFF THE WALL

Group decorative plates against a colourful wall for a romantic,
vintage touch. Find similar paint hues at Farrow & Ball and plates from
Wedgwood (farrow-ball.com; altfield.com.hk; wedgwood.com)

BRIGHTEN UP

Channel the fresh spirit of Aude's home through bold colored, comfortable
pieces. Muuto's Rest sofa is a winner. (muuto.com; eclecticcool.com)




